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The Creation Social Science and Humanities Society (CSSHS) was 
incorporated in Wichita, Kansas, in 1977. The CSSHS is educational, 
and will promote and disseminate information on the implications of 
the Biblical creation model of origins for the social sciences and hu- 
manities, with emphasis on the development of these disciplines in 
accordance with the rapidly emerging and increasingly well estab- 
lished natural scientific models of Biblical creation. 

The Quarterly Journal is directed toward teachers and students 
of the social sciences and humanities, especially in institutions of 
higher learning. —The CSSHS may also publish books, monographs, 
and other writings, and sponsor speakers, seminars, and research 
projects related to its educational purpose. 

IRS tax-exempt status was granted December 30, 1977. All contri- 
butions are tax-deductible. 

Voting membership is initially by invitation of the Board of 
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a. persons with at least a baccalaureate degree in the social 
sciences or humanities; or 

b. persons 18 years old or over, who have held office in another 
creation-science organization with beliefs, substantially identical with 
those contained in the CSSHS Statement of Belief, for at least one 
year immediately prior to applying for membership in the CSSHS; or 
who have a commitment to our belief and work clearly evidenced by 
their record of actual involvement. Voting membership dues are $15 
(foreign, $20 U.S.) per year. 

Sustaining membership is open to those who subscribe to the 
C.S.S.H.S. Statement of Belief. Sustaining membership dues are $15 
(foreign, $20 U.S.) per year. 

Both voting and sustaining memberships include subscription to 
the CSSH Quarterly, and are reckoned as beginning and ending in 
September. 
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SPIRITUAL LIFE 
OF SOCIETY 


The strength or weakness of a society depends more on the level of 
its spiritual life than on its level of industrialization. Neither a 
market economy nor even general abundance constitutes the crowning 
achievement of human life. If a nation’s spiritual energies have been 
exhausted, it will not be saved from collapse by the most perfect 
government structure or by any individual development: a tree with a 
rotten core cannot stand. This is so because, of all the possible 
freedoms, the one that will inevitably come to the fore will be the 
freedom to be unscrupulous; that is the freedom that can be neither 
prevented nor anticipated by any law. It is an unfortunate fact that a 
pure social atmosphere cannot be legislated into being. 


— Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn 
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LETTERS TO EDITOR 


Dear Editor: 

It was of great pleasure for me to hear about your Society from The 
Journal of Christian Reconstruction. I would like to know more about 
your Society and inquire if we can avail of a regular subscription to 
your Quarterly Journal. I’m very sure your publication will be indis- 
pensable to our small library, which ministers to young instructors and 
students of the University of the Philippines Los Banos through the 
Punlaan Christian Movement. The vision of our movement is to bring 
the challenge of reinterpreting various disciplines and issues in a 
distinctively creationist perspective to the academic community. 

Furthermore, I am pursuing my M.A. degree in Sociology in the 
same University. As a minister of the gospel, I find the social sciences 
to be thoroughly humanistic. I cannot afford to sit at the back of my 
class hearing of Christianity in a pathetic, depreciated or derogatory 
manner. With some exposure to the presuppositionalist school of 
thought, I have always tried to contend for the faith inside the class- 
rooms. This is often done with little success. I realize that I desper- 
ately need more tools to articulate a more consistent and systematic 
conviction; i.e., creationism is the only valid starting point and prin- 
ciple of interpreting all disciplines, social sciences included. 

I will consider it a great privilege and a blessing to hear from you. 
It is my persuasion that your ministry can enhance our mission and 
even reach out to the UPLB Academic community. It will also be of 
great help to me personally in my M.A. program. May the Lord bless 
your work. 


Rinier C. Villamayor, Pastor 

The Lord Reigns Church Los Banos 
P. O. Box 429 

4051 College, Laguna 
PHILIPPINES 
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APPEAL FROM ETHIOPIA 


Please publish this letter so that anyone might extend his/her 
helping hand for the Creationist ministry that is sweeping the globe 
like a forest fire. This is a letter of appeal to anyone anywhere to 
respond to the needy creationists in the needy continent of Africa. I 
know one thing, that is, as a Christian my naturally being a Biblical 
Creationist and at the same time being unable to share the Biblical 
creationist ministry with people in need of this apologetic ministry. 
I’m a mere student with a high degree of commitment to the cause of 
Creationism and at any rate could hardly afford to purchase materials, 
equipment such as typewriters and the like and even to purchase 
creationist books, audio and video cassettes, etc. 

I know and believe how valuable Biblical Creationism is as a 
backbone for evangelism. And I hereby appeal to all Christians all 
over the globe to think of this humble call for the true cause of Biblical 
Christianity. You can help financially, purchasing and sending neces- 
sary materials and books and video cassettes as well as audio cas- 
settes. Please note that whatever you are doing to help us establish 
Biblical Christianity in Africa and Biblical Creationism in the conti- 
nent, your deeds are being counted up there in Heaven. 

Please pray for the victory of true Biblical Christianity in all parts 
of the world and take part in this area of last day ministries. I’m 
looking forward to anyone’s helping hand he/she extends in the Name 
of Jesus Christ. I’d like to express my heartfelt gratitude to these 
great people for their help in the last several years: Dr. Henry M. 
Morris, Dr. Duane T. Gish, and Dr. Wayne Frair and Mrs. Ellen Myers 
for their invaluable help in sending books. 


Tedla Gebreyesus 

Addis Ababa University 
College of Social Sciences 
P. O. Box 150138 

Addis Ababa, ETHIOPIA 


CHRISTIAN PRINCIPLES 
IN HUMAN AFFAIRS 


Message Prepared for the Conference: 
The Future Impact 
of Christianity on China 
Beijing International Convention Center 
The People’s Republic of China 
December 1993 


Paul D. Ackerman 


May God grant you grace and peace, and I pray that we may bring 
a spiritual blessing to you and your great nation. We are all the 
offspring of the first man and woman who were created by God. We are 
not the product of evolution. The world around us was created by God 
and not the outcome of evolution. We have death, confusion, and 
problems in our nations, and in our lives because we have sinned 
against God’s law and his authority. We try to live our lives and govern 
our nations by our own wisdom and strength, but the Bible teaches 
that we are dependent on God and cannot understand or reason 
correctly apart from God, and apart from the forgiveness and eternal 
life he has provided for us. We can never hope to make sense of our 
lives, to find lasting fulfillment, or help the ones we love and care 
about, or direct our nations into wisdom and prosperity unless we 
understand the lessons of science and academic study in the light of 
God’s message of love and forgiveness and the Bible’s teaching about 
the world and human affairs. 

God’s blessings and mercies are not for individuals only but also 
for nations. God loves the nations, and God loves China. Through God 
all the nations will be blessed. (Galatians 3:8) God has promised that 
people and nations will glorify him for his mercy. People and nations 
will trust in him. (Romans 15:8-12) God is the Creator of the nations 
and has made all nations of people to dwell over the face of the earth. 
God has created individuals and nations that we should seek after 
him, and find him, for he is not far from every one of us, for in him we 
live, and move, and have our being. (Acts 17:24-28) 


HOW I BECAME A CHRISTIAN 

I was a psychologist before I became a Christian. I believed in 
God, but only in a vague way. As a psychologist, I did not believe in 
man’s free will or moral choice. I believed that all events and my 
seeming choices and decisions were merely the result of physical 
causes, and I taught this belief to my students. This kind of teaching, 
that there is no free-will or moral choice, has done terrible things to 
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the children and adults of my country. You do not want the terrible 
things that have happened and are happening to my country to happen 
to China. My life before I was a Christian was painful for me. I was 
not happy. As a little child growing up in America I had great expecta- 
tions for life. I looked forward to life as a wonderful adventure, but by 
the time I became an adult the expectations were gone. As a psycholo- 
gist I experienced people as well as myself not as choosing, moral 
agents but as complex phenomena. My world of being a mere complex 
phenomenon came crashing down in August of 1972 when my five- 
year-old son was run over by a car and killed. In the horror of that 
time, I found that my psychology, all the theories and ideologies that I 
had been taught and that I had taught to my students were of no 
comfort to me. None of the philosophers and psychologists that I had 
studied had anything to say to me. I cried out to God to help and save 
me. 

In the weeks following my prayer, God showed me that he existed, 
that he was close to me, and that he cared about me. I became 
intensely interested in spiritual things. I had a Bible that I had 
received as a child. I found passages in the Bible where God raised 
children from the dead, and I placed pictures of my dead son to mark 
the pages. Then, during my times of grieving, I would take out the 
Bible to look at my son’s pictures, and cry, and draw comfort from the 
Bible. I began listening to Christian radio programs and reading 
Christian books. I learned what Christians believed and what the 
Bible taught. I read a Christian book that explained “justification by 
faith” as presented in the Biblical book of Romans. As a psychologist, I 
realized that this concept of justification by faith was very important. 
I studied the Biblical book of Romans carefully for myself. There was 
no doubt in my mind that the Bible taught this good news of justifica- 
tion by faith in Jesus. This is what I understood the Bible to teach: 

Faith in Jesus Christ is God’s plan of salvation for every- 
one that believes. Faith in Christ is a kind of righteous- 
ness that God has revealed to men and affirmed by raising 
Jesus Christ from the dead. 


There is no difference between Chinese, Korean, or Ameri- 
can; between men and women; between rich and poor. All 
men and women have sinned, and come short of God’s 
requirements. All men and women can be justified freely 
by God through belief in the sacrifice that Christ made 
when he died on the cross for the sins of all humanity. 


By the righteousness of Jesus, the son of God, a free gift 
came from God to all men and women for justification and 
eternal life. 


God’s word is close to us. If you speak forth your faith in 
the Lord Jesus, and believe in your heart that God raised 
him from the dead, you will be saved. Whoever calls on 
the name of the Lord Jesus will be saved. 

(adapted and paraphrased from Romans) 
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During my spiritual search following the death of my son Icame to 
understand, believe, and receive this Good News of justification by 
faith in Jesus Christ. I became a Christian. There came, in time, as I 
“walked with God” and learned more about him, a realization that the 
worst thing that had ever happened to me and the best thing that had 
ever happened to me were the same: the death of my son was God’s 
greatest judgment ever brought into my life, and the death of my son 
was also the greatest mercy of God on my sinful life, because it caused 
me to turn my life around and seek him. After I came to know and 
believe in Christ I found the adventure and fullness in life that I had 
longed for as a little child but had not found in my life as an unbeliev- 
ing psychologist. The spiritual theme of my work as a psychologist and 
scientist has been that God is near and not far off; but also that we 
need God in order to live our lives fully and properly. The issue of the 
ministry God called me to as a Christian psychologist is biblical faith 
and joy in that faith. What I hope for God’s great nation of China and 
for its people is JOY. May God’s bringing me to the People’s Republic of 
China by your kind invitation help bring this blessing to pass. 


LIFE PRINCIPLES AND HUMAN CONDUCT 

A central question for this conference is how Christianity can 
benefit China. Biblical teaching can be an encouragement for persons 
to do the right thing and be better parents, workers, and citizens. 
Years ago, a Christian friend of mine gave birth to a mentally handi- 
capped baby. She was embarrassed by the thought of having a re- 
tarded child and was tempted to suffocate the baby during one of the 
nursing periods in her hospital bed. She planned to claim the death 
was an accident that occurred when she slept. As she contemplated 
the sin, she remembered a Bible passage about love and mercy for the 
weak and helpless and as a result did not kill the baby. Over the years 
the child has grown and become a wonderful blessing and companion 
to her mother. 

A person can be no better than the rules or principles he or she 
believes in. If the principle that governs my life is the evolutionist 
principle that people only live for this one brief life span with no hope 
of heaven or fear of judgment, then I will find it harder to make the 
sacrifice of doing the good things that help my family, my neighbor, 
and my country. In America when we used to respect the Bible, men 
married their wives and stayed with them until they were parted by 
death. Now, in my country, we have thrown out the Bible and em- 
braced evolutionism and humanism as the basis for our social policy 
with the result that our marriages no longer involve lifelong commit- 
ment, but only an intent to remain faithful until some better or more 
fulfilling arrangement comes along. Marriages and families break up 
in America for reasons of inconvenience, physical attractiveness, poor 
health, incompatible interests, and so forth. 

For one whose life is based on the principle of sacrifice and Christ's 
words, “Do unto others as you would have them do unto you,” then he 
or she will find it easier to do good things to other people and put the 
interests of others above one’s own. Bible study, proper Christian 
upbringing by Godly parents, and Christian education are designed to 
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instill biblical principles to serve as a basis for good conduct that helps 
to build strong families and nations. For those who are informed by 
good principles of life and community interest, he or she will behave 
better if there is hope of eternal reward and fear of eternal punishment 
by God. As one’s faith in God, heaven, and hell are undermined in a 
society, it becomes more difficult for the citizenry to do what is right. 
After my own conversion to Christianity, it was the renewed faith in 
the existence of God, heaven, and hell that caused me to fully commit 
to faithfully love and cherish my wife until we are parted by death. 
The marriages of almost all of my non-Christian friends from twenty- 
five years ago have broken up. If my wife and I had not found Jesus, 
our marriage would also have broken apart. 


DIVINE CREATION AND HUMAN CREATIVITY 

In my psychology, I teach that we are fallen sinners, we are weak 
and susceptible to a multitude of social influences, we are dependent 
upon God even for our moment-by-moment existence. We are created 
in the image and likeness of God. The first thing the Bible tells us 
about God is that he creates. God is the Creator. One aspect of our 
creation in God’s likeness is our creativity. Man creates. One of the 
benefits for China in opening its doors to the Bible and Christianity 
should be a flowering of creativity and industriousness, on the part of 
those who chose to follow Christ. Psychologists and other intellectuals 
in my country have turned their backs on God and deny him as 
Creator. As a result they have lost the basis for the concept of human 
creativity. B.F. Skinner is a famous American psychologist who saw 
more clearly than most the link between belief in a Creator God and 
belief in creative mankind. He wrote of his evolution based theory of 
psychology as “threatening the traditional belief in a creative mind.” 
Dr. Skinner realized that if we abandon faith in the original act of 
creation, it is “strange” to believe in a creative mind for humans. 

No matter how “strange” it might be for an evolutionist to believe 
in the concept of a creative mind, creative researchers in psychology 
have made discoveries that show how God has designed us in such a 
way that from birth we take joy in exploration and discovery about the 
world around us. Tiny babies given puzzles to solve have been found to 
smile at the moment they discover the puzzles’ solution. We are also 
prepared, even at birth, to make sense out of the world around us. We 
are designed to understand the world in preordained ways from in- 
fancy. There is a reality “out there” and independent of us, and we are 
created to understand and fit into the framework of that reality. We 
can influence the reality but never make it into whatever we choose. 
No matter how hard we try, we cannot escape totally the effects of the 
influences God has built into us. This is God’s world, and we are part 
of it. We must submit to God and our created identities as creatures in 
His image if we want to fit into it. In terms of our spiritual destinies, 
we must submit to God and his wonderful news of forgiveness, deliver- 
ance from sin, and everlasting life with Jesus Christ. 

How can the Christian message help in the building up of China’s 
science and technology? The Bible teaches that God created man in his 
own image. He designed us in such a way that we can understand and 
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enjoy the miracle of his creation. Interest in scientific research and 
discovery is a central part of our created identity. God has commanded 
us to populate the earth, and govern and care for the earth properly. 
God has commanded us to steward and care for the animals and plants 
of the world he has created. In God’s image, we long to know and 
understand, to build and create. The Bible says that it is God’s glory to 
conceal the mysteries of his world, but the honor of people is to search 
and discover about these mysteries (Proverb 25:2). Our governing and 
careful stewardship of the earth through science and technology, and 
also our dominion through the arts and humanities is not merely a 
matter of obedience to God’s command. The work of science and 
technology in building up our nations and societies is not merely a call 
to obedience but a call to joy. 


A BIBLICAL CREATION FRAMEWORK FOR PSYCHOLOGY 

Scripture begins with God who is infinitely superior to his cre- 
ation. The first man, Adam, in his original created state, was vastly 
superior to his state after the fall. He was vastly superior in mind and 
body to any man or woman alive today. Man, of course, creates and 
thereby transforms the “inferior” to the “superior”, but the greatest of 
our technological achievements — computers, space ships, or whatever 
— are simple and inconsequential compared to the “technological” 
sophistication of the human minds and bodies that create them. 

In the field of biology, discoveries of the cell’s DNA code and later 
advances in molecular biology have revolutionized our understanding 
of physiological development. Our newly gained appreciation of the 
cell’s bewildering complexity allows us to appreciate in a small way 
how the cell is able to produce an adult specimen. Once thought to be 
an “empty room” or “undifferentiated mass,” the modern scientific 
view of the cell is more like a futuristic, high-technology factory. When 
we look at a fertilized, reproductive cell we are looking at an incredibly 
complex “factory” that is able to create an adult of its own kind. 
Similarly, when we hold a newborn baby in our arms we are looking 
into the eyes of an intelligence that is capable of creating, with proper 
nurturance and training, the adult human mind with its intelligence, 
wisdom and understanding. 

In my psychology I teach that, as with the biological cell, all of 
God’s creation, whether it be an individual person or a great nation 
such as yours, is wonderfully made and able to accomplish its Divinely 
ordained purpose. In support of my biblically framed psychology, 
psychologists are discovering remarkable facts about human develop- 
ment and learning. When scientists design a spacecraft to explore 
another planet they plan very carefully in order to take into account a 
wide range of conceivable, alternative modes of operation should me- 
chanical damage or failure occur. They must over-design the space- 
craft, or design it for all sorts of contingencies. As the Bible would lead 
us to expect, scientists are learning that humans, and all living crea- 
tures, show similar contingency- or over-design. Evolutionists have 
noted and puzzled over this feature of biological organisms. They call 
it “surplusage” meaning something beyond what is needed. An ex- 
ample is the existence of dual organs. We have two eyes, ears, lungs, 
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and kidneys even though we have learned that a person is able to 
survive very well with just one. 

Scientists have discovered the same phenomenon in the domain of 
psychology. Concerning perception, for example, psychologists have 
determined that perceptual object and depth processing in infants is 
equally good regardless of whether they use both eyes or have one 
covered by a blindfold. In other words, although some of the richness 
of the experience of depth perception is lost, humans and many ani- 
mals have been built in such a way that they can function well even 
with the loss of one eye. In the science of psychology, contingency- 
design is most interestingly exhibited in the relationship between 
biological preparedness and instinctual programming on the one hand 
and learning and adaptive capability on the other. Instinctual and 
learning capacities of creatures are not merely complementary as 
evolution would require, rather they exhibit overlap and design for 
contingency as Divine creation would imply. 

One dramatic evidence of contingency-design is found in research 
involving cases of severe physiological injury or disease. Notable in 
this regard is the work of the British neurologist, John Lorber, who has 
created a stir with his provocative research question, “Is Your Brain 
Really Necessary?” Lorber’s research has lead to remarkable discover- 
ies about people who suffer from hydrocephalus or water on the brain. 
His research throws doubt on many of our evolution-based ideas about 
the brain. As an example of his findings he reports the case of a 
university student with a measured IQ of 126, who gained an honors 
degree in mathematics, and yet was revealed by a brain scan to havea 
cranium filled mainly with cerebrospinal fluid. Instead of the normal 
4.5-centimeter thickness of brain tissue between the ventricles and the 
cortical surface, there was just a thin layer of brain tissue measuring a 
millimeter or so. Lorber reports that many similar accounts have 
appeared in the medical literature over the years. In the most severe 
category of hydrocephalus, 95 percent of the cranium is filled with 
fluid. Many people in this group are severely disabled, but Lorber has 
found that most of them have normal intellectual and social function- 
ing, and half of them have IQ’s greater than 100. The evidence is now 
clear that the brain can work in conditions we would have thought 
impossible. 


HOPE FOR THE MENTALLY HANDICAPPED 

Another dramatic evidence of contingency-design is the capability 
of the mentally retarded to learn and achieve productive lives. Under 
the influence of evolutionist dogma, experts have been slow to recog- 
nize the capability of humans and other created organisms to bypass 
and compensate for physical abnormalities and injuries that affected 
the brain. As a result physicians and counselors in my country have 
burdened parents of mentally handicapped children with overly pessi- 
mistic counsel. One close friend with a Down’s Syndrome child was 
told, “fortunately they do not live very long.” Far too often, parents of 
handicapped children have been wrongly counseled by “experts” that 
the child would be better off if placed in an institution. Much of what 
we have been discovering about God’s contingency-design of His crea- 
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tures has come from parents and afflicted persons who refused to 
believe the counsel given them by experts. You might say that in this 
area the “experts” have been slowly catching up with the wisdom of 
“ordinary” people. Thanks to the love and persistence of many parents 
around the world, as well as the creative research efforts of many 
scientists, tremendous advances have occurred in our knowledge about 
education for the mentally handicapped. Once considered beyond 
education it is now commonplace for Down’s Syndrome and other 
categories of mentally handicapped children to learn reading, writing 
and basic math skills. Just as with the rest of us, they require love, 
patience, and opportunities to learn, but, if parents and teachers 
provide these needs, handicapped children are well able to achieve 
fulfilling lives that bring joy to their families and communities. I 
believe that one of the implications of a biblical approach to psychology 
is that what we call “mentally handicapped” might more reasonably be 
viewed as gifted for special kinds of service. I believe that with proper 
training retarded people might make excellent teacher- or caretaker- 
assistants for little children. They would be much more patient with 
the slow mental pace of little children learning basic academic skills, 
and they might even be more perceptive into how little ones think and 
thus better able to explain things to them. There is one documented 
study in the research literature where retarded persons proved to be 
marvelous therapists in restoring 13 emotionally deprived and abused 
children that were severely mentally retarded as a result to completely 
normal intellectual and social functioning. 

Contingency-design represents more than a scientific discovery 
consistent with the biblical view. Confidence in contingency-design is 
an important and practical part of our faith in the kindness, mercy and 
provision of our Heavenly Father. If there is a problem, there must be 
a solution. If there is a disease, there must be a cure. If there is a 
thirst, there must be a water that quenches the thirst. Because of our 
faith in God, including our faith in His wisdom as the Creator of the 
world, we persevere and endure. We continue in hope against all odds 
and in the face of all adversity. In the domain of science, we continue 
to research and study. There must be an answer, there must be a 
solution. No matter how intractable the mystery, the scientist contin- 
ues the quest because he or she holds fast to the faith: “It is the glory of 
God to conceal a matter; to search out a matter is the glory of kings.” 
(Proverb 25:2) 


REST 

My psychology begins with the concept that man is sinful, fallen 
and weak. It then encompasses the positive side of human creative 
genius, joy of discovery, and ability to cope and master the challenges 
of life. As psychologists probe deeper they discover a domain of human 
existence that is hidden from our awareness, a wondrous domain 
reflecting God’s moment-by-moment provision for our lives. Under- 
neath the conscious arena of thoughts, feelings, choices, and actions, 
psychologists have explored the mysterious and hidden realm of bio- 
logical and psychological systems on which our being rests. Through 
this underlying realm God establishes limits and provides coherence 
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and predictability to our existence. Through this realm he also pro- 
vides rest and security in the sense that myriads of essential needs are 
met without thought or effort on our part. I once learned of a person 
with a diseased condition that entailed the loss of the ability for 
automatic, involuntary breathing. The individual had to consciously 
chose every breath. What a curse such a disease would be, and what a 
restful gift automatic breathing is. 

In the psychological realm scientists have discovered similar rest- 
ful systems. Among the more exhaustively researched are unconscious 
learning mechanisms encompassed by the term “conditioning.” Condi- 
tioning refers to the orchestrated relationship that automatically de- 
velops between responses and environmental characteristics that are 
contingently related. For example, a person’s subtle manner and 
pattern of responses in working with a machine adapt to the details of 
a particular machine’s operation. As the machine gets older and 
develops minor idiosyncracies we easily adapt and harmonize our 
actions with them. We are comfortable with the machine we are used 
to, and it works well for us. One of the positive implications of 
conditioning or “automatic learning” from a biblical point of view is 
rest in the sense that in everyday life we find ourselves effortlessly and 
unconsciously adapting to environmental contingencies and maximiz- 
ing favorable outcomes and events. 

Conditioned responses are among the most vital of God’s provi- 
sions for us. Conditioning mechanisms provide rest from conscious 
attention to every minute detail of life. In every aspect of psychologi- 
cal functioning there are similar mechanisms that psychologists have 
discovered and explored. God’s hidden world of automatic systems and 
mechanisms give us freedom from concern over fundamental require- 
ments of our existence so that we might enjoy a higher life of love, 
wisdom and creativity. There is in such psychological mechanisms a 
witness to the structure and stability provided for us by God through 
his creation, and the rest and deliverance provided for us by God 
through his salvation. They help us to adjust automatically to changes 
in our environments, and without them life would be an unimaginable 
burden. They speak of God’s gracious provision for our lives, and they 
also testify to our dependence upon God and his creation. 


FREE WILL 

Survey research among scientists in various disciplines has shown 
that experimental psychologists believe more strongly in determinism 
and reject the concepts of free will and moral choice more than practi- 
tioners of other sciences. Experimental psychologists tend to believe 
in materialism and determinism. The Bible, however, teaches that 
man is fallen and weak, but not as some psychologists have taught, a 
mere mechanism, or “particle in a force field.” Ironically, research in 
psychology has shown that belief in the reality of human choice and 
responsibility is vital to good mental health. People who are encour- 
aged to have a positive attitude about their ability to accomplish 
worthwhile and helpful objectives are healthier, happier, and more 
productive. One of the threats to society when students are exposed to 
prominent theories of psychology is that their faith in the reality of 
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freedom and choice comes under severe challenge. 

One of the most important benefits of Christianity and the Bible 
for a nation is that it provides a framework for belief in meaningful 
self, accountability, and moral choice. Adherence to the Biblical frame- 
work allows a society to have the benefits of a sound social science 
without having the destructive elements of moral and spiritual decay. 
The tragic consequences for America in having thrown out the Biblical 
framework in favor of evolutionism and humanism is manifest to all. 
The logical defense of “meaningful self,” moral choice, and character 
begins with the everlasting, uncreated, all powerful, all knowing, 
“meaningful self’ God who has revealed himself in the Bible. Intellec- 
tuals who doubt free will start not with God but with primitive matter, 
time, and chance. These things have no moral choice, character, or 
“meaningful selfhood,” and if our origin is strictly limited to matter, 
time, and chance we cannot logically have free will or meaningful 
moral choice either. 

On the other hand, if we begin with God, in whose image and 
likeness we were created, then the defense of free will is based on the 
biblical teaching that God created all visible and invisible things in 
heaven and earth—all rulers, nations, and institutions; “all things 
were created by him and for him and in him they all hold together.” 
The reason every visible and invisible thing in the universe continues 
to exist is because God who created the universe keeps all things in 
existence. If free moral choice is genuine, then its basis for existence is 
the power and wisdom of God. The same God who creates and keeps 
the universe in existence must also create and keep me as an agent 
with free will and moral choice in existence. 

God chooses and does whatever he wills. He created the universe 
not because he was compelled to or needed to, but because he chose to 
for his own pleasure and purpose. God has free will. The Bible also 
reveals that man was created in the image of God; he therefore exer- 
cises free moral choice and is accountable to God. Without belief in 
God there is no logical basis for belief in free will and moral choice. If 
we merely evolved by chance from simple, unfree, lifeless, matter, then 
there is no basis for believing that we are meaningful agents. 

To believe in God’s existence is to believe in the possibility of your 
own meaningful existence; to doubt God’s existence is to doubt the 
logical foundation for your own meaningful existence. Thus we see 
that the foundation for our defense of meaningful self is our faith in 
God as creator and sustainer of the universe! We base our faith in free 
will on God and his Word. If we do not hold to this faith, we cannot 
defend free will with logical consistency. If we do hold firm in this 
faith, then belief in free will is logical, since God has free will and the 
Bible teaches that we were created in God’s image and likeness. Any 
“meaningful self” we attribute to ourselves is dependent upon God. 
God has life in himself; we have whatever life he chooses to give and 
maintain in us. We need God. 


CONCLUSION 
God and His Word rescued me from a pit of intellectual despair 
into which I fell as a consequence of my studies in psychology. After I 
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became a Christian, I re-examined my discipline from a biblical per- 
spective. I came to realize that the Bible’s teaching about creation is 
scientifically superior to the evolutionist framework and an essential, 
foundational doctrine for understanding psychology and other aca- 
demic disciplines. “In the beginning God” and “man created in the 
image of God” were the pivotal truths that allowed me to escape my 
doubt about the meaningfulness of human existence. Biblical teaching 
about. the Fall and resultant weak and sinful nature of man was 
another vital doctrine that helped me bring the field into focus. Once I 
learned to keep these doctrines in mind, the research findings of 
psychology--as opposed to the speculation and armchair theorizing of 
many psychologists--served to strengthen and bless me in my faith 
rather than weaken it. I discovered that the hard evidence of psychol- 
ogy confirmed rather than contradicted Scripture. Man is created in 
the image of the creator God and therefore takes joy in creativity and 
discovery about the world God has made. In order to be properly 
creative and correctly understand the discoveries God allows us to 
search out, we must remain faithful to the Bible and his command- 
ments. As we do so, we uncover mysteries that cause us to glory in the 
wonder of God’s creation. Scientific work becomes not only productive 
and a blessing to man, but a form of worship as well. In psychology we 
find abundant reasons to heighten our appreciation of God’s gracious 
and loving provision for our lives. 

According to the Bible, the oldest temptation for man is the temp- 
tation to separate from God and live our lives according to our own 
strength and wisdom determining what is right and what is wrong for 
ourselves. The Bible as well as the scientific evidence from psychology 
warns of the impossibility of this idea. We need God. We cannot live 
properly, successfully, and productively on our own apart from God. 
The reason is obvious in the context of many things that the science of 
psychology has discovered. As an example, one can consider the 
conditioning mechanisms I discussed earlier. In addition, psycholo- 
gists have discovered that in the process of perceptual and memory 
processing we are inevitably influenced by our biases, expectancies, 
and beliefs. Thirdly, in my own specialty area of social psychology, 
scientists have uncovered principles of social influence, group dynam- 
ics, and social perception showing how we are blown this way and that 
in our behaviors and beliefs by social forces beyond our awareness and 
control. We cannot constantly control and allow for the effects of the 
mechanisms and influences we are subject to. 

Psychology has demonstrated experimentally how subtle features 
of our surroundings influence our attitudes and actions in myriads of 
ways, and they show that we cannot control our lives and insure our 
destinies apart from God. For the Christian who has repented of sin 
and returned to moment-by-moment fellowship with God through faith 
in Jesus Christ, these mechanisms point to our rest and peace in 
dependence on God. We are “fearfully and wonderfully made,” as the 
Bible says. Regarding my eternal destiny and hope of everlasting life, 
my trust is in Christ and in God. The many promises of the Bible are 
opened to me. Among my personal favorites are: 
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(God is speaking) I will instruct you and teach you in the 
way which you are to go: I will guide you with my eye. 
(Psalm 32:8) 


God is my strength and power: and he makes my way 
perfect. (II Samuel 22:33) 


The Lord will deliver me from every evil work, and will 
preserve me for his heavenly kingdom. (II Timothy 4:18) 


Because of my faith, I rejoice in the discovery of these psychological 
mechanisms that serve as reminders of God’s faithful provision and 
my dependence upon him always. 

For the one who rejects Christ, on the other hand, these mecha- 
nisms speak to the eternal truth that we cannot stand alone. They are 
a witness that we cannot fully determine our own actions and destiny. 
We are part of a world that we have not created, and no matter how 
much we think we have gained control over it, the evidence from 
psychology shows that even in our innermost parts we are linked to 
and dependent on the rest of God’s creation. 

The scientific evidence from psychology points back to the funda- 
mental spiritual issue facing each person: Whom will you serve? Will 
you strive to live your life on your own wisdom and strength apart from 
God, or will you cry out to God for his help and forgiveness? The Bible 
is full of hope and promise for anyone who genuinely seeks to know 
and obey God. In the last chapter of the last book of the Bible, God 
says to you, “Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let 
him take the free gift of the water of life.” God’s offer is still open. 
Jesus Christ is China’s water of life. Will China and its great people 
come, by faith, and drink of God’s life for you? 


It is God who can arm China and its people with strength 
and make their way perfect. God can enable China to 
stand on the heights. He trains your hands for battle; He 
gives you your shield of victory, his right hand sustains 
you; he stoops down to make you great. 

adapted from Psalm 18:32-35 


* This presentation for the People’s Republic of China was adapted from my 
book, In God’s Image After All: How Psychology Supports Biblical Creation- 
ism, Baker Book House, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49516, U.S.A., 1990. 
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THE JOY OF THE LORD 


Ellen Myers 


“Thou art worthy, o Lord, to receive glory and honor and 
power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy plea- 
sure they were and are created.” 

Revelation 4:11 


The meaning of all things is bound up in creation, and it is God’s 
joy. This is why we read five times (Genesis 1:10, 12, 18, 21 and 25) 
that God looked at what He had created, and He found it good. When 
He had finished all His work of creation, He looked at all of it and 
found it “very good” (Genesis 1:31). 

Now we human beings are uniquely created by God in His own 
image and likeness (Genesis 1:26, 28). Therefore as originally created 
before the fall, and when restored in Christ, we would have joy in all 
things just as God has. What pleases Him would please us. We would 
love God’s righteousness and law, and hate unrighteousness and law- 
lessness. Remnants of this original creation joy are ours even now: we 
have joy in lovely flowers, beautiful scenery, harmonious music, paint- 
ing, architecture and other human artistic creativity, the strength, 
energy, beauty, and affection of animals, and many other joys too 
numerous to mention. As the great Christian writer Fyodor Dostoevsky 
said, “Beauty will save the world.” This is because beauty reflects our 
Creator Himself Who is shining forth “out of Zion, the perfection of 
beauty” (Psalm 50:2). 

We also still harbor a sense of right or wrong in our hearts and feel 
pain as abnormal, a thing to be banished or avoided, an evil. If we did 
not, militant unbelievers and Satan who inspires them could not use 
the existence of evil and pain as a “problem” to attack God and 
believers. Satan and unbelievers express the “problem of pain” thus: 
“If God were all powerful and all good, He would not allow pain to 
exist. But pain exists. Therefore God is either not all powerful or not 
all good, or else He does not exist.” 

Now Satan furiously hates God, us, and our joy. He cannot defeat 
God, and so he seeks to defeat and destroy us who are created in God’s 
image. He knows God’s purpose in creation is God’s joy and our joy in 
and from God, and so he seeks first of all and by all means to blot out 
that joy. To accomplish this goal he seeks to replace love with lust, 
peace with war, order with disorder, design with chaos, beauty with 
ugliness, music with dissonance and noise. Lust, war, disorder, chaos, 
ugliness, dissonance and noise can never give joy. Satan perverts love 
of one’s country by chauvinism, destroys nations with their national 
identities created by God by international or “multicultural” empires, 
and so on. Then he blames God for the “problem of pain” he himself 
causes, and adds as the final insult to God that because there is pain, 
God does not exist or else is too remote, hidden and unfeeling to care 
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about His creatures. Satan deceives men into believing that creation 
did not happen, and that this present world of pain and trouble is all 
there is and becomes whatever it is at a particular time through eons 
of atheistic blind, haphazard, materialistic or pantheistic “upward,” 
purposeful, spiritualistic evolution. Atheism and pantheism are merely 
the two sides of Satan’s counterfeit coin. 

It is true that pain and evil are a “problem” for God in the sense 
that they are abnormal in the world He created. In addition, not only 
does God care about His creatures, He bears their pain with them: “In 
all their affliction He was afflicted, and the angel of His presence 
saved them: in His love and in His pity He redeemed them; and He 
bore them, and carried them all the days of old” (Isaiah 63:9). “Surely 
he has borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows” (Isaiah 53:4). “We 
have not a high priest [Jesus Christ] which cannot be touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted as we are, yet 
without sin” (Hebrews 4:15). Moreover, our Triune God, Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, saw from before creation, from all eternity, that man 
would fall in Eden, and all the untold trouble and pain man’s fall 
would entail, including His own only Son’s innocent blood on the cross 
as the only way possible to redeem mankind. Yet “for the joy set before 
Him’ - His joy and His Father’s, for He and the Father are one - Christ 
bore the agony, shame and death of Calvary, for “it became Him, for 
whom are all things, and by whom are all things, to make the captain 
of their [men’s] salvation perfect through suffering” in His Father’s 
good and perfect will (Hebrews 2:10). Along with the cross, the pain, 
the shame and death God also saw (or foresaw in advance, to speak in 
human terms, though to God all things are present in His eternal 
Now), the glory which was to follow. Yes, pain and death are abnormal 
within the eternal purpose of God, which was, is, and will be His joy 
(and the creation’s in Him, Romans 8:20-23), and which neither Satan 
nor his demons nor any creature can thwart. Our glad Creator (the 
name is George MacDonald’s) will have His good heart’s desire fulfilled 
at last; “the sufferings of this present time [His and ours] are not 
worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us” 
(Romans 8:18). “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered 
into the heart of man, the things which God has prepared for them that 
love Him” (1 Corinthians 2:9). “Death is swallowed up in victory” (1 
Cor. 15:54). Pain and evil are abnormal in God’s creation, hence never 
tolerated, never accepted as a means to accomplish good, and destined 
for destruction. 

On the other hand, pain and evil are normal in Satan’s godless 
world of evolution; in fact, they are evolutionary mechanisms to de- 
stroy the “unfit.” Because they are normal there, the only way to 
escape them, as Gautama Buddha saw and stated best, is to escape the 
world itself (perhaps after endless reincarnations) into nothingness 
(Nirvana). Without God the Creator, it is joy that is lost and defeated 
in principle and in the end. How beautiful and liberating in contrast is 
the Gospel of Christ speaking of God the Creator’s love and gift of 
eternal life and joy with Him in His world restored to its original 
perfection! 

No, the meaning, purpose, and end of creation is not nothingness 
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as the deliverer from pain and evil. It is God’s joy, our joy, the joy of the 
whole creation (Romans 8:21), and Jesus Christ is the Deliverer, the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life (John 14:6). Many Scriptures confirm 
this, such as Zephaniah 3:17: “The LORD your God in the midst of you 
is mighty; He will save; He will rejoice over you with joy; He will rest in 
His love, He will rejoice over you with singing.” Or see Isaiah 62:4-5 
where God tells His people, “You will be called Hephzibah [“my delight 
is in her”) and your land Beulah [“married”] ... as a bridegroom rejoices 
over his bride, so will your God rejoice over you.” See Matthew 25:21, 
23 (after the Parable of the Talents): “Well done, good and faithful 
servant, enter into the joy of your Lord.” 

We learn how to enter into His joy by our loving, faithful service 
here and now. Our joy here and now is from Him: “The joy of the LORD 
is your strength” (Nehemiah 8:10). His joy is the strength of His 
people even in the midst of pain and trouble. I was drawn to the God 
and Christ of the Bible by the deep and genuine joy in tribulation of my 
father. He was crippled in World War I, stopped from working in his 
profession for twelve years under the Nazis because his wife, my 
mother, was born Jewish, and his eyesight gradually deteriorated. Yet 
he was always joyful, and daily read his Bible, saying this book and its 
Lord gave him his joy; and I could not gainsay it. The other person 
whose constant joy and kindness in the midst of trouble impressed me 
was Miss Thalheimer, a woman crippled by arthritis living near me in 
a big rooming house. When I asked her how she could always be so 
cheerful, she pointed to a picture of Jesus and said, “He does it!” 
Eventually, after nearly twenty years of wandering through the desert 
of godless atheistic and pantheistic philosophy, I recognized that it had 
no answer to pain, evil and the meaning of life itself, except nothing- 
ness by way of suicide. Then I sought to know this God of my father 
and Miss Thalheimer, the true and living God Who gives joy and peace 
of heart in tribulation and knows our very thoughts, and He answered 
me. He Himself and His joy has been my strength ever since, through 
the rebellion of a son, the untimely death of a loving husband, the 
death of our seventh child by miscarriage, the birth of our eighth child 
with Downs’ Syndrome, the tragic breakup of a dear daughter’s mar- 
riage, and lesser assorted troubles we all face almost daily. In honor 
of our loving and caring heavenly Father I add that my Downs’ Syn- 
drome daughter, whose birth I had considered the worst and most 
feared trial that might ever befall me, has become one of my greatest 
blessings and is a joy to all who know her because unfeigned love and 
joy - His love and joy - simply shine out of her. She also often prays 
with tears for others, and we know of at least one dear brother who 
came to the Lord through her. Truly this particular “problem of pain” 
is overcome and eclipsed by His joy! 

His joy has been there from eternity: “According as He has chosen 
us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy 
and without blame before Him in love ... according to the good pleasure 
of His will” (Ephes. 1:4ff). It will last through eternity for Him and us: 
“And God shall wipe all tears from their eyes ... Behold, I make all 
things new” (Revelation 21:4-5). His people “shall be abundantly 
satisfied with the fatness of thy house; and thou shalt make them 
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drink of the river of thy pleasures” (Psalm 36:8). 

I repeat, the joy is His joy! His joy in us is the answer to Jesus’ 
prayer at the Last Supper: “These things have I spoken that my joy 
might remain in you, and that your joy might be full” (John 15:11). “I 
say these things while I am still in the world, so that they may have 
my joy fulfilled in themselves” (John 17:13). Jesus Himself endured 
the cross “for the joy set before Him” (Hebrews 12:2). Joy is the fruit of 
the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:22). One of our Lord’s very names is “joy”; 
when He brings back the captivity of His people and cleanses them, He 
says, “And it shall be to me a name of joy” (Jeremiah 33:9). His joy is 
our joy: “Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid: for 
the Lord JEHOVAH is my strength and my song; he also is become my 
salvation. Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of 
salvation” (Isaiah 12:2-3). “The meek also shall increase their joy in 
the LORD” (Isaiah 29:19). 

How do we share His joy and draw others to Him? Again, His joy 
is our strength, and He draws others to Himself through us. Christo- 
pher Dawson, a fine Christian historian, has written that “A Christian 
has only to be in order to change the world, for in that act of being, 
there is contained all the mystery of supernatural life.” 

We must not fake joy, for others will notice, and though pain is 
overcome by our Lord’s joy, it is real, just as the cross was real: “For the 
joy set before Him, He endured the cross” (Heb. 12:2). We must not 
give others false joy or comfort, that is, joy or comfort which would 
compromise His joy and will and therefore not be true, lasting, pure joy 
at all: “Love worketh no ill to his neighbor: therefore love is the 
fulfilling of the law” (Romans 13:10). We must “speak the truth in 
love” (Ephes. 4:15). 

We must not base our human relationships on our “rights,” but on 
humility in Christ: “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ, 
who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with 
God: But made Himself of no reputation and took upon him the form of 
a servant, and was made in the likeness of men; and being found in 
fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross” (Philippians 2:5-8). Remember our 
Lord washing His disciples’ feet the evening of Gethsemane. 1 Peter 
5:1-5 reminds us that we all should be “clothed with humility.” 

Our very greatest witness can well be our joy, that is, His joy in us 
in tribulation: “Weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes in the 
morning” (Ps. 30:5). We are looking forward to joy in eternity in His 
presence: “You have made known to me the paths of life; you will fill 
me with joy in your presence, with eternal pleasures at your right 
hand” (Psalm 16:11; Act 2:28). His joy is our joy, shines out to others, 
and is the meaning of everything, to be fulfilled through all eternity. 

What, then, is the good news we proclaim to our fellow men in 
word and our lives moment by moment? It is based upon creation: God 
made us in His own image and likeness and wanted us for His joy - 
which is our joy too - forever. 

But sadly we all have chosen to go our own way and seek our own 
joy by our own selves apart from Him. This is sin, and it is deadly for 
us, for true joy can only come from Him. Our choice led to pain, 
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heartbreak, sickness and death; without God our Creator, we are lost. 
If we do not repent, that is, turn from our own ways and to Him, we 
will stay lost forever. 

But God loves us and did not want us to stay lost; so He sent Jesus, 
His only Son, to come to earth as a man. Jesus agreed and died ona 
cross to pay for our sins, that is, to redeem us with His blood from 
Satan to whom we had sold ourselves by our choice of self apart from 
God.. Because Jesus Christ was God, He arose from the dead, and He 
has the power to give us His life and resurrect us. We must receive His 
life. We must say Yes to God and No to our own selfish, suicidal ways. 

You can talk to God and tell Him you are sorry for having turned 
your back on Him, and want to please Him from now on. Thank Him 
and Jesus for His love and faithfulness even while you left Him, be sad 
for having made Him sad by leaving Him. Bring gladness to your 
heavenly Father’s heart, and mean to do so moment by moment from 
now on. You too were created in His image and likeness. You too were 
paid for by Christ. You too are created and meant for His and your 
eternal joy. Acknowledge to Him with all His people of all generations 
in all sincerity of your heart and will: “Thou art worthy, o Lord, to 
receive glory and honor and power: for thou hast created all things, 
and for thy pleasure they were and are created.” 

Walk with Him faithfully moment by moment, step by step; He 
will faithfully guide you, open up your way before you (Proverbs 4:12), 
be with you and in you every moment, bear you in His arms across the 
deepest chasms and roughest waters, and share your distress. Now as 
you turn to Him and walk with Him, then as you enter His new heaven 
and earth, He opens the door of His presence and His joy: “Well done, 
thou good and faithful servant: enter into the joy of thy Lord.” 
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THE STUFF THAT DREAMS 
ARE MADE OF 


Ian Taylor 


The history of the rise of humanism in Europe is the record of 
society’s change in the way of thinking from being God-centered to 
becoming man-centered. The reason for this change was a reaction 
against an authoritarian rule by theologians who used Scripture to 
interpret nature but relied upon the writings of the “Ancients,” princi- 
pally Aristotle, to make those interpretations. This change in thinking 
began in the sixteen-hundreds and has continued into the present day 
but two names are recognized by historians as being responsible for 
initiating this humanist world-view. Those two names are Francis 
Bacon and René Descartes. For example, in the last century, the great 
historian W. E. H. Lecky (1866, 2:84) wrote: 

All through the period of the Restoration ... The vast 
amount of scepticism existing in the country [Britain] 
caused the governing class to look with comparative indif- 
ference upon doctrinal differences; and the general adop- 
tion of the principles of Bacon and of Descartes, by the 
ablest writers, accelerated the movement [of toleration]. 
Writing more recently, Harvard political historian Mark Henrie (1987, 
332) is more specific: 
..modern rationalists with their complete skepticism 
about and animus towards existing social arrangements 
are most directly the heirs of Francis Bacon and René 
Descartes, who defined knowledge as universal human 
agreement based upon an infallible technique available 
to all: the scientific method. This narrow theory of knowl- 
edge is largely responsible for the prevalence of a mecha- 
nistic metaphor for reality and for the modern triumph of 
moral relativism, a perennial philosophical heresy which 
only in our age has presumed the robes of sacred truth. 

Sir Francis Bacon gave the world the scientific method, sometimes 
known as the Baconian method, tentatively at first in 1605 then more 
forcefully in his Novum Organum in 1620. This was further amplified 
in his Advancement of Science published in Latin in 1626 then finally 
in English in 1640. The French philosopher-scientist, René Descartes, 
writing mostly from Holland published his “scientific method” anony- 
mously at first in 1637 as the Discours de la Méthode. Known as the 
“Cartesian method” this had been received as an inspiration thirteen 
years earlier in 1619. Each of these scientific methods is slightly 
different but the first step common to both is for the investigator to rid 
his mind of preconception or bias. This sounds perfectly laudable but 
is, in fact, quite contrary to human nature and in practice is seldom, if 
ever, achieved. However, by making this the first demand, Scripture 
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was abandoned as the basis for enquiry and, by default, was replaced 
by human reason. 

This is the foundation for humanism and was introduced by the 
Baconian and Cartesian scientific methods. However, it is not the 
purpose of this essay to compare these scientific methods or to com- 
ment upon their deceptive nature but rather to trace and compare the 
source of each idea. In the case of Descartes, this is rather well 
documented but in Bacon’s case the documentation is more obscure. 
Both men received their inspiration at about the same time and we 
will consider Francis Bacon first since he was the older man. 


FRANCIS BACON (1561-1626) 

Historian James Spedding produced a seven-volume work on the 
life of Francis Bacon in 1861 and this has become the definitive work. 
However, much more information has been unearthed since that date 
and the darker pages of Bacon’s life have slowly been revealed. In the 
late nineteenth century, Walter Begley discovered the correspondence 
of Anthony Bacon, the brother of Francis Bacon, in the Archiepiscopal 
library of Lambeth Palace, London. The documents from Anthony 
Bacon were written in French and one particular sonnet makes it clear 
that Francis Bacon not only had great poetical gifts but had confessed 
to taking the goddess Pallas Athene as his Muse and inspirer. Athene 
was the Greek goddess of wisdom and knowledge and represented in 
mythology and classical sculpture with the spear of knowledge in her 
right hand ready to destroy the serpent of ignorance writhing at her 
left foot. (Begley 1905) 

Several other researchers working independently in the late nine- 
teenth century made another surprizing discovery about Francis Ba- 
con. Bacon moved in the Royal circles of Queen Elizabeth I and at this 
time in English history there was great antagonism between the 
Roman Catholic and Protestant faiths. The courts were full of spies 
and counter-spies and it was not unusual for written communications 
to be in cipher. Bacon was a master in the use of cipher and, in fact, 
describes a clever cipher system still in use today in the opening to his 
Advancement of Learning. The researchers, including Dr. Orville 
Owen and independently Elizabeth Gallop, broke the code used by 
Bacon. Owen (1893, 1:4) relates how Bacon was inspired at an early 
age after he had accepted Athene as his Muse: 

Bacon proceeds then to give the impelling motive that 

moved him to write the cipher... A heavenly voice came to 

him which said: ‘The Divine Majesty takes delight to hide 

his work, according to the innocent play of children; surely 

for thee to follow the example of the most high God cannot 

be censured. Therefore put away popular applause, and 

after the manner of Solomon, the king, compose a history 

of thy times and fold it into enigmatical writings and 

cunning mixtures of the theater...” 
Another nineteenth century researcher, Constance Pott, unearthed a 
motherlode of documents which show the intimate association of 
Francis Bacon with the Rosicrucians of Germany and the Freemasons 
of England. In one such cache Pott (1891, 45) explains: 
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There are upwards of sixty letters from Anthony Stauden 

to Anthony Bacon. The drift of these letters, taken collec- 

tively, ... teach us that Francis Bacon was the recognized 

head of a secret society bound together to advance learn- 

ing and to uphold religion, and that Anthony Bacon was 

his brother’s propagandist and corresponding manager on 

the Continent. 
In this century Alfred Dodd (1910) has produced massive documenta- 
tion to show that this secret society of which Bacon was the father, was 
in fact, Freemasonry. He further shows a direct relationship between 
Freemasonry and the Royal Society of London. More recently, the 
works of the Italian philosopher-historian, Paolo Rossi, have been 
translated and in his Francis Bacon (1968,25) makes the statement: 

It [Bacon’s programme] recurs with further alterations in 

the Novum Organum and De Augmentis, but he did not 

set it down in its final consistant form till the New 

Atlantis, in a passage describing Salomon’s House, where 

it is no longer presented as a project but as a Utopian 

dream. Indeed, this plan, never visualized during Bacon’s 

lifetime, marked the birth of scientific humanism for the 

founders of the Royal Society and later for the Encyclope- 

dists; and through humanism it has inspired some of the 

more progressive forms of European culture. 

In summary, we see that Francis Bacon dabbled in the occult 
workings of the Rosicrucians, actively sought wisdom from the Greek 
goddess, Pallas Athene, and confessed to hearing a voice giving him 
instructions for his life’s work. The crucial part of the work, the 
scientific method, came to him in its completed form about 1619 and 
was published in 1620 as his Novum Organum. 


RENE DESCARTES (1596-1650) 

René Descartes was brought up in the Roman Catholic faith, 
educated by the Jesuits and, as an intelligent twenty-three year old 
soldier-philosopher, was full of scientific enthusiasm and a burning 
desire to systematize all knowledge; he had just spent the previous 
twenty months studying mechanics and acoustics under Isaac 
Beeckman when he learned that the secret Rosicrucian sect in Ger- 
many were likewise in quest of knowledge. He sought out the math- 
ematician Johann Faulhaber, a professor at Ulm, who was known to be 
a senior member of the Rosicrucians and spent the entire winter of 
1619-1620 with him. Many biographers believe that Faulhaber initi- 
ated young Descartes into some of the secrets of that society, however, 
since membership in the Rosicrucians was at that time considered a 
crime both in Holland and France there is no concrete evidence that he 
actually joined. Descartes was always interested in the occult but to 
have joined would have risked losing his properties, and consequently 
his income, to the Church if discovered. Early in his relationship with 
Faulhaber he spent the entire day of November 10th 1619 alone in a 
heated room (pole) at Ulm meditating on the acquisition of knowledge. 
That night he had a dream which he carefully recorded in his daily 
account while he always claimed that his life’s vocation was revealed 
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to him in this dream. The dream consisted of three parts: 

1) Descartes’ first dream was that a tempestuous wind was 
whirling him about in the street as he struggled, hardly able to keep 
his feet, to reach the church of the College (of LaFleche) to say his 
prayers; at the very moment he turned to show courtesy to a man he 
had neglected to greet, the wind blew him violently against the church; 
soon someone, in the middle of the college courtyard, told him that an 
aquaintance of his had something—a melon—to give him... He experi- 
enced pain upon awakening, turned over on his right side, and prayed 
to God for protection against the bad effect of his dream. 

2) After that, he fell asleep once more and had another dream that 
filled him with terror; he was awakened by a burst of noise like a crack 
of lightning and saw thousands of sparks in his room. 

3) In the third and final dream he saw upon his table a Dictionary 
and a Corpus poetarum, open at a passage of Ausonius: quod vitae 
sectabor iter? (What path shall I follow in life?). An unknown man 
handed him a bit of verse—the words Est et Non (The “Yes” and “No” of 
Pythagoras represent truth and falsity in human attainment and in 
secular sciences. Pythagoras had studied the occult arts in Egypt then 
returned to teach the Greeks). 

The exact meaning of the symbolism in these vivid dreams has 
been the subject of much dispute, see Maritain, 1944. However, for 
these present purposes it is sufficient simply to know that Descartes 
was convinced by these dreams that he had a divine mission to founda 
new philosophical system. He records that he vowed to make a pilgrim- 
age to the shrine of the Virgin at Loretto, Italy, and this was in all 
likelihood fulfilled the following year when he did, in fact, go to Italy. 
(Cottingham 1986, 10) In the months which followed his strange 
dream, Descartes produced his Meditations and these are at the very 
core of all Cartesian philosophy; later these were expanded into his 
Discours de la Méthode. Descartes held the dream itself to be, “the 
most important thing in his life” and even spoke of the “genius” of his 
Meditations and that this genius or spirit “had forecast these dreams 
to him before he had retired to his bed” (Maritain 1944, 13-19). Many 
philosophers and scientists since, including Leibnitz who was himself 
a Rosicrucian, downplay these dreams arguing that the account of 
them lessens the credibility of an otherwise very important philosophi- 
cal system. 

In summary, we see that René Descartes was seriously involved 
with the same occult organization as Francis Bacon and, as a devout 
Roman Catholic, paid homage to the Virgin goddess. At just about the 
time Bacon received the inspiration for his scientific method, Descartes 
received his strange dream (1619). This dream was at the root of the 
Cartesian method and, like the Baconian method, ushered in the 
humanist worldview. 


CONCLUSION 

Scripture is not silent about these matters and, in the case of 
Descartes, is almost specific. Bearing in mind that the Hebrew makes 
the distinction between God’s light [OR] and man’s light [MAOR] 
which is the analog for God’s wisdom and man’s wisdom, we find that 
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seeking knowledge by man’s light will inevitably lead to destruction: 
Look all you who kindle a fire, who encircle yourself with 
sparks; Walk in the light of your fire and in the sparks you 
have kindled—This you shall have from My hand; you 
shall lie down in torment. (Isaiah 50:11) 
The theologians of the Middle-Ages had quite rightly begun with 
Scripture but if they had followed this through with observation and 
experiment rather than relying upon the “Ancients” e.g. Aristotle, the 
course of history would have been very different. We have the benefit 
of hindsight today and hopefully can learn from the mistakes and 
deceptions of the past. True knowledge can only be attained by 
beginning with Scripture in its complete context and testing this by 
good observation and controlled experimental procedures. 
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THE WORLDVIEW 
OF DEMONS 


Ellen Myers 


When Satanism and demon possession first became front page 
news in the 1970s, the already well known author Malachi Martin, a 
former Jesuit professor at the Pontifical Biblical Institute in Rome, 
published his classic work on demon possession, Hostage to the Devil. 
It reports in detail on the exorcism of five living Americans, based on 
the accounts of the actual victims and the Catholic priests serving as 
exorcists. 

This book is not for everyone but doubtless meant chiefly for those 
who must minister to victims of demon possession and their suffering 
families. During exorcism the demons spew out their hatred against 
God the Creator and Lord, and against man whom He made in His own 
image and intended for fellowship with Himself and salvation in 
Christ. The demons cannot bear to hear the name of Jesus Christ or to 
face symbols of His holiness and passion. Martin often transcribes 
their repulsive, filthy speech so truly and graphically that the reader’s 
eye and mind recoil in utter disgust, and his memory is later healed 
only by repeated recourse to God’s gracious and merciful gift of oblivion. 
Exorcists bear the brunt of the demons’ onslaught and gain victory 
over them at the price of more or less permanent mental and often 
physical wounds (such as heart attacks). The book also contains a 
brief handbook of exorcism, the Catholic Ritual of Exorcism, and a 
listing of prayers commonly used in exorcisms; these are profitable for 
us today as our society is so much more open to Satan and his demon 
hosts than twenty years ago. 

How can demon possession be recognized? Martin is careful to 
point out that many alleged cases of demon possession are spurious 
and due to other causes. A thorough medical examination should 
always be made before possession is diagnosed. However, 

In the records of Christian Exorcism from as far back as 
the lifetime of Jesus himself, a peculiar revulsion to sym- 
bols and truths of religion is always and without excep- 
tion a mark of the possessed person. ... other physical 
phenomena frequently associated with possession [are] 
the inexplicable stench; freezing temperature; telepathic 
powers about purely religious and moral matters; a pecu- 
liarly unlined or completely smooth or stretched skin, or 
unusual distortion of the face, or other physical and be- 
havioral transformations; “possessed gravity” (the pos- 
sessed person becomes physically immovable, or those 
around the possessed are weighted down with a suffocat- 
ing pressure); levitation (the possessed rises and floats off 
the ground, chair, or bed; there is no physically traceable 
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support); violent smashing of furniture, constant opening 

and slamming of doors, tearing of fabric in the vicinity of 

the possessed, without a hand laid on them; and so on 

(p.18). 
Other a ae may be speaking in foreign languages which the pos- 
sessed person could not have naturally known, and speaking in a 
completely alien voice. 

Most demon-possessed people in this book dated the beginning of 
an evil spirit’s invasion of their personalities back to definite choices 
made at key moments in their childhood. “Invasion” is not really the 
correct word: the child’s or adolescent’s invitation of or chosen surren- 
der to a spirit entity recognized right at the time as not of his own 
imagination is always involved. The choice is one of the person’s own 
will, perhaps in a matter which seems quite insignificant at the time 
or in retrospect. There may merely be a mood of rebellion against 
authority figures in the young person’s life, or else a longing for 
particular experiences, wisdom or guidance contrary to actual reality 
which the alien entity promises to satisfy. The spirit always uses 
sweetness, light and agreeable sensations in the early stages of seduc- 
tion. Later on the initial choice or surrender is followed by additional 
deliberate steps of self-abandonment to the enticing spirit, until al- 
most complete submission to and possession by the spirit is achieved. 
At this time the possessed person enters an inner void without any 
peace or joy, a real foretaste of hell. A small core of the person’s self 
which recognizes its enslavement and degradation usually still resists 
and cries out to family and friends for help to be delivered. These cries 
for help may be hidden under increasing inability to function in daily 
life, more and more bizarre behavior, personal slovenliness, rudeness, 
promiscuity and filthy language. The exorcist enlists as the ally of this 
last remnant of resistance against the evil spirit, whom he commands 
in the name of Jesus Christ to reveal himself, and then to leave the 
victim. 

There are, of course, multitudes of people who are subject to Satan 
and his hosts without showing any signs of possession. One of them, a 
secular humanist psychiatrist frankly skeptical about anything super- 
natural, insisted upon being present at one of the exorcisms described 
in the book. He was deeply shaken when the evil spirit suddenly 
lashed out at him, “We go. But we take him [the doctor]. ... We already 
have his soul. We claim him. He is ours. And you cannot do anything 
about that. We already have him. He is ours. We needn’t fight for 
him” (p. 246). Of course, the Devil and all evil spirits are liars, and this 
particular unbeliever might still be rescued after all. So presumably 
thought the exorcising priest who began to speak to the doctor about 
his beliefs after the exorcism was successfully concluded. However, 
Martin also states that some people are so completely possessed that 
no remnant of their own will is left in them to resist the demon, and 
hence exorcism for them is futile. In biblical language, their hearts 
and consciences are hardened and seared beyond repentance and 
restoration. 

The fact that evil spirit possession often begins in childhood, as 
documented in this book, should alert Christian parents to the great 
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clear and present danger to our children from the occult-related visu- 
alization, “imaging” and “centering” techniques now taught every- 
where in our public elementary schools as early as Kindergarten. Our 
children are explicitly encouraged to make contact with “spirit” or 
“inner” guides presented as “wise” and “good.” What involved only a 
relative handful of demon-possessed people in Western society twenty 
years ago is now threatening an entire generation of children growing 
up with no Christian principles allowed in public education, deficient 
Christian guidance in many churches and homes, and very little fam- 
ily stability. All parents who can do so should educate their children in 
Bible-believing Christian schools or at home. Churches need to be 
informed, to alert their people, and to teach children from preschool 
age up not to believe any thought or person suggesting that reality can 
be altered by our feelings, wishes, or imagination. Reality was created 
by God’s Word in the beginning. Children must be taught this 
foundation truth as soon as they are able to be taught in words, 
according to Genesis 1, John 1:1-3, Colossians 1:16-17, Hebrews 11:3 
and the many other Scripture passages about God as Creator of all out 
of nothing by His word, and hence Lord of all: “Thou, even thou, art 
Lord alone; thou hast made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all 
their host, the earth, and all things that are therein” (Nehemiah 9:5). 
If possible, Christian children who must attend public schools due to 
circumstances beyond parental control (so often, straitened finances in 
one-parent homes) should be withdrawn from any “imaging” or “cen- 
tering” activities on religious grounds. If enough parents follow 
through on this, we may yet see a change; some Wichita, Kansas 
elementary schools replaced 1992 Halloween celebrations with “Fall 
festivals” pursuant to requests by many Christian parents that their 
children not participate in Halloween activities. “Imaging” and “cen- 
tering” are just as related to paganism and occultism as is Halloween. 
The worldview of demons is monistic and anti-creationist to the 

core. Through the eyes of the demon possessing “Carl,” a gifted 
parapsychologist, “Hearty,” the priest in charge of Carl’s exorcism, saw 
the Christian biblical worldview presented scornfully, with his world 

as a globe dotted with lands and oceans, with cities and 

houses and people, covered with vegetation and sand and 

animals, the whole hanging in an atmosphere; and “above” 

it, somehow or other, “God” or “Jesus” or “Heaven,” with 

little tenuous lines running down to each human being. 

It is all now so laughable, so childish, so contemptible, so 

superstitious - this is conveyed to him like a cosmic joke 

turned on him with a cackle of superior intelligence. ... 

[Then] a new series of images is presented to him in an 

aura not of ridicule, but of approbation and applause. 

The aura of untruth. 
And here is Satan’s and the demons’ vision of this world presented 
seducingly to “Hearty” during a five-day exorcism in about 1973: 

It is the globe again, together with all the objects in it - 

men, women, animals, plants, cities, oceans. But now all 

exists in an organized system. Everything is intercon- 

nected. There is really no difference between one thing 
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and anything else. ... And all, land, ocean, animals, hu- 

mans, plants are one living organism clad in the shell of 

breathable atmosphere. Psychic forces bind it all to- 

gether, like ethereal blood running in the veins of some 

unimagined giant. It is a self-creating, self-protecting, 

self-developing thing. A unique being, Earth as mother, 

as womb, as god, as tomb, as a whole unity protected by 

its own shell and its own strength, as all there is (pp. 394- 

395). 
If you have studied today’s “New Age” worldview at all, you will 
instantly recognize its exact likeness to the demonic worldview above, 
right down to “Earth as mother,” proclaimed by the demon twenty 
years ago. You will also recognize the concept of evolution in the 
demon’s description of the world as a “self-creating, self-protecting, 
self-developing thing.” If you will, you may call this world a “god” as 
did the demon, but the transcendent, sovereign God of Creation, the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ His Son Whom He sent to save us, is 
excluded by definition (“Earth ... [is] all there is”). Now men must 
know this God, the only true God, and Jesus Christ His Son Whom He 
sent, to have eternal life (John 17:3), and by excluding this God and 
Christ from men’s knowledge Satan, his demons, and all false teachers 
echoing this satanic worldview luminous with “the aura of untruth” 
draw men down to hell with them. 

One of the most significant exorcism cases in the book involved 
“David,” a Catholic priest who became enamored with the evolution- 
ism of Pierre Teilhard de Chardin. Martin writes that Teilhard 

set out to make it intellectually possible for a Christian to 

accept the theories of Darwinian evolution and still retain 

his religious faith. 
All matter, said Teilhard, is and always has been transfused with 
“consciousness,” however primitive. Through billions of years and 
through all the forms of chemical substance, plant, animal, and finally 
human life, this “consciousness” had blossomed. ... now, in this final 
stage of its development, it is about to burst forth in a final culmina- 
tion: the Omega Point ... The key character of the Omega Point will be 
Jesus ... And so all will be gathered into all, and all will be one in the 
love and permanent being of achieved salvation. ... 

Teilhard was the custom-built answer, the ready-made 

darling for the bankrupt Catholic intellectuals of his cen- 

tury and for thousands of Protestants caught in the heel 

of the hunt by the vicious clamps of that merciless reason 

they had championed as man’s glory some four centuries 

previously. ... (pp. 92-93) 
However, Martin writes, “Teilhard was neither strong food to satisfy 
real hunger nor heavenly manna for a new Pentecost. He was merely a 
stirrup cup of heady wine” (p. 94). He describes the career of “David,” 
who was destined to become a professor of anthropology at a Catholic 
university. David found that the Church taught biblical creation 
directly and out of nothing; Adam and Eve as the first man and woman 
and the parents of all mankind; how they fell and passed Original Sin 
on to us all. These teachings he believed to be contrary to the “scien- 
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tific facts” accepted by anthropology. He thought Teilhard’s formula- 
tion could bridge the gap, but 

the fatal flaw was quick and sure. The creating god of 

Christians was no longer taken as divine. He became 

internal to the world in a mysterious and essential way. 

Jesus, as savior, was no longer the conquering hero ir- 

rupting into the human universe and standing history on 

its head. He was reduced to the peak of that universe’s 

evolution, as natural an element in the universe as amino 

acids. The thrust that would finally bring forth Jesus in 

the sight of all men was an evolutionary accident - a kind 

of cosmic joke - that started over five billion years ago in 

helium, hydrogen gases, and amino acids of protean space 

(p. 96). 
Eventually David taught anthropology from a “modern scientific” per- 
spective, going so far as to exclude all traditional presentations of 
doctrines about creation and Original Sin in his classes (p. 102). He 
also introduced his students to Teilhardianism, but had second 
thoughts about this when he observed the influence of this teaching 
upon “Jonathan,” one of his students who, having become a priest, 
“insisted at one point that all the sacraments were no more than 
expressions of man’s natural unity with the world around him” and 
this caused trouble for him because it is heretical according to accepted 
church teaching. David saw clearly for the first time that Teilhardian 
concepts could be used to “exalt man as an animal ... and to picture 
God as no more than the very bowels of earth and sky and the spatial 
distances of the universe with all its expanding galaxies” (p. 107). 

Jonathan left the church and founded his own cult among wealthy 
families in Manhattan. He preached that the world and all people 
were one in a naturally mystical union which he called “Abba Father” 
(p. 127). Eventually he came under the dominion of an evil spirit, and 
David was called in to exorcise him. Jonathan chided him, saying they 
both believed the same things, and that if he needed exorcism, David 
needed it more. 

This led David to many weeks of profound soul searching in which 
he re-examined all his intellectual assumptions, especially the theo- 
ries of Teilhard de Chardin which had caused any real reverence and 
awe to evaporate from his religious mentality. For him in his intellec- 
tual arrogance and ignorance Jesus and all people had become “broth- 
ers to the boulders.” He had imbibed deeply “higher criticism” of the 
Scriptures and had told himself that he believed only what the writers 
of the Gospels and Acts of the Apostles believed, and it sounded like 
delusion. The death of Jesus had become a glorious event of the past 
but was no longer for him “an ever-present source of personal forgive- 
ness and unshakable hope for any future” (p. 149). 

The demon who had almost taken David’s faith from him and 
possessed him now taunted him that to return to the faith would entail 
slavery of mind and will. Not so, he found when deliberately rejecting 
this counsel; instead, “a great and breathtaking dimension full of relief 
and distance and height and depth flooded his mind and will and 
imagination ... Every scale, measurement, and extension of his life was 


29 


clothed in the grace and comeliness of a freedom he had always feared 
losing but had never been sure he possessed” (p. 163). And when he 
now looked at the world of nature around him, the moon whose “very 
silence was golden and gentle and confident” and heard the song of a 
mockingbird nearby, he received it no longer as he had while a 
Teilhardian evolutionist, “as intimations of molecules endlessly 
regrouping,” but rather “of endless life for each person, and of love 
without a shadow” (p. 165). 

His faith in God, Christ and Scripture restored, David was ready 
to exorcise the demon who possessed Jonathan. He did so “in the name 
of God who created him [Jonathan] and you, and of Jesus of Nazareth 
who saved him! You will depart and get back to the uncleanness and 
agony you chose” (p. 169). Jonathan, too, was delivered into the faith, 
hope and love of Christ. David knew well that creation and personal 
salvation needed to be stressed in casting out this particular demon. 

As these records of actual exorcisms show, evolution teaching in 
all its forms is the basic worldview tool by which demons seek to 
separate men from God the Creator. Malachi Martin has done the 
universal church a great service by extensively documenting this fact. 
Nor has he changed his mind about the timeless truth of the church’s 
biblical Christian teaching on Creation, the Fall, Original Sin, and 
Jesus Christ Who entered history for our salvation and redemption, as 
shown by his praise of the excellent book by Catholic layman Gerard J. 
Keane, Creation Rediscovered.2, Let us hope that people otherwise 
indifferent about the issue of creation vs. evolution, and ignorant of 
present occult teachings in our public schools may yet be alerted to the 
demonic origin of evolutionism and monistic “New Age” and “Mother 
Earth” thought through Martin’s classic work on demonic possession. 
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BOOK REVIEW 


Malachi Martin, The Keys Of This Blood. 
New York: Simon & Schuster 
Touchstone Book, 1990. Softcover, 734 pp. incl. 
Index. $15.00 ppd. 


Malachi Martin, a former Jesuit and professor at the Vatican’s 
Pontifical Biblical Institute, studied at Louvain, Oxford, and Hebrew 
University in Jerusalem. He holds doctorates in Semitic Languages, 
Archaeology and Oriental History. While serving in Rome from 1958 
to 1964 he was closely associated with Cardinal Augustin Bea and 
Pope John XXIII. He now lives in New York City and has written 
numerous well-known books, notably Hostage to the Devil, The Final 
Conclave and The Jesuits. The present volume, The Keys Of This 
Blood, attempts to shed light on the political strategy of Pope John 
Paul II in our present world which is in the very process of becoming 
one single unified empire of which only the ultimate leadership is still 
somewhat uncertain. 

According to Martin there are only three major contenders for this 
leadership: (1) the Marxists-Leninists in their new garb of regional 
adaptations advocated first by Italian Communist Antonio Gramsci 
(1891-1987) and most notably by Mikhail Gorbachev; (2) Western 
capitalism headed by its “internationalists” (chiefly politicians and 
diplomats) and “transnationalists” (chiefly business leaders); the two 
categories largely overlap; and (3) the Roman Catholic Church under 
Pope John Paul II himself, as the representative of spiritual power and 
values given by the transcendent God of Christendom, but with very 
little hope of success. “Internationalists” and “transnationalists” are 
well on the way to achieve hegemony in the new world order, which is 
virtually an accomplished fact today, all the more so as Gorbachev, who 
receives the lion’s share of Martin’s attention, is no longer in power 
today. 

Martin also speaks of “provincial globalists.” These are “angelist” 
Islam; “minimalist” Evangelicals and assorted Christian and non- 
Christian groups; Eastern Orthodoxy; non-Christian religions (ani- 
mism, Shintoism, Hinduism and Buddhism); and groups not desiring 
to convert the world to their own way of life. There are also “piggyback 
globalists,” namely, secular humanists and “mega-religionists” or New 
Agers. Martin’s extensive chapter on the “internationalists” and 
“transnationalists,” (“The Genuine Globalists,” pp. 313-346) is full of 
well researched, up to date and detailed personal and statistical infor- 
mation with which all informed Christians should be familiar. The 
outstanding section on transnational education deserves particular 
attention as it explains why schools in the United States and every- 
where in the West today are eliminating their “bias” in favor of West- 
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ern civilization or “Eurocentrism” in the study of history, literature, 
art, music, religion and ethics, which are to be taught from a 
“multicultural” perspective: 
To make this utopian educational step a universal reality, 
ideally the same textbooks should be used all over the 
world ... And sure enough, a concrete initiative in this 
direction has been under way for some years now, under- 
taken by Informatik, a Moscow-based educational organi- 
zation, and the Carnegie Endowment Fund. ... ‘Good’ will 
no longer be burdened with a moral or religious coloring. 
‘Good’ will simply be synonymous with ‘global.’ Else, 
what’s an education for? (p. 332) 

The book overflows with its traditional Catholic author’s phenom- 
enal knowledge of and heartfelt concern for the Roman Catholic Church. 
Over and over again he cites a great many facts to show that the 
Church has become divided between the old hierarchical, authoritar- 
ian structure last personified by Pope Pius XII, and the “anti-Church” 
or “conciliar Church” introduced through Vatican II, and now im- 
mensely powerful among clergy (including in the Vatican itself) and 
laity. This development has been silently abetted by all popes since 
then, and has by now probably effectively destroyed the Roman Catho- 
lic Church as a geopolitically viable institution. Martin fears it may 
be “reduced to some sad and tattered modern equivalent of the Church 
of the ancient catacombs” (p. 90; see also pp. 292, 684, 685, 698 etc.). 

The book necessarily loses some of its appeal as a plausible proph- 
ecy of the immediate future because of its heavy emphasis upon the 
geopolitical genius of Mikhail Gorbachev. Non-Catholic Bible-believ- 
ing Christians will obviously reject some of its theological premises, 
though holding to strict biblical morals along with traditional Catho- 
lics and over against the modern Catholic “conciliar” anti-Church 
(which strongly resembles apostate mainline Protestantism). All Chris- 
tians clinging to biblical faith and morals in the spirit of C. S. Lewis’s 
Mere Christianity, no matter what their denominational background, 
will close ranks against the totalitarian anti-Christian world govern- 
ment Martin plausibly sees in our near future, even as they did in 
Germany under the Nazis. The book offers many collateral benefits, 
such as short histories of Marx, Lenin, Stalin and especially the 
relatively little known Antonio Gramsci, as well as of Poland, a brave 
people usually neglected in studies of Western civilization. The cre- 
ationist Christian will praise Martin in particular for rightly empha- 
sizing that Darwinian evolution is but a theory, not fact, whenever it is 
mentioned. 

Recommended with reservations as noted. 


—Reviewed by Ellen Myers 
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